Sour Lights 


"Then he showed four lights when he wished 


them to set full sail and follow in his wake." 
Frem “First Voyage ‘Round the World by Magellan.” 
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PRINCIPLES 


The Women’s International League for Peace and Freedom was founded in 1915 in the midst of the First World War. Jane 
Addams became its first international president and held this office until her death. Throughout its history the League has 
maintained a policy and a program consistent with the ideas of its founders. As an international and an interracial organization, 
its aim to work by non-violent means for the establishment of those political, economic, and psychological conditions both at 

~ home and abroad which can assure peace and freedom. : 


PEACE: The peace for which we work is much more than absence of war or maintenance of order through dominance of 
force. It is a positive principle in human relations and can be found only where there is free cooperation for the common good. 


FREEDOM: Liberty of the human spirit is a basic.value. Although freedom must be exercised with responsibility, and 
individuals in society must accept much control in the common interests, nevertheless they must have the right to contribute to 
decisions and to express differing opinions through free democratic processes. Contrary to this freedom are all forms of dicta- 
torship, all. imperialisms, all suppressions of civil liberties, and discrimination based on race, class, creed, sex or opinion. 


Peace and freedom are impossible without justice. The present disintegration of our culture is a demonstration of the deep- 
seated injustices in our economic and political structures. The only answer to the threat of totalitarianism is the development of 
a democratic social order in which the dynamic forces of scientific discovery and economic change can be utilized to enrich the 
life of all members of the human family. It is to the difficult task of furthering this ideal that the Women’s International 

_ League for Peace and Freedom directs its efforts.’ : 


Policies 


The Women’s International League for Peace and Freedom, United States Section, believes in the cooperation of all groups 
and nations in establishing just law and economic and social well-being as a foundation for international and domestic peace. 
We believe that the most effective means by which free people may maintain free institutions lie in a positive program which 
will safeguard human rights, enrich human living, and utilize material resources for peace. A nation cannot pursue such a 
program while it prepares for war. We demand that the present drive toward war be checked, and that our domestic and foreign 
policy be definitely oriented toward achieving and maintaining peace. 

The lack of a consistent philosophy and purpose acting as a unifying force leads our Government into emergency situations 
where quick decisions carry us away from our long-run goal. The integration of day-to-day actions into a permanent, construc- 
tive program, with the latter controlling the former, holds the only hope for international security and domestic peace. We 
recognize that there can be no separation between foreign and domestic policies, since every decision concering foreign policy 7 
has profound effects on the domestic economy, and every domestic problem has repercussions throughout the world. 


A constructive long-run program has many ramifications. It must be flexible enough to meet changing conditions, but it 
must be firmly built on the principle that government exists for the sake of the individual citizens and that the final control 
of policy should rest in their hands. It would, therefore, be wolpe sypses for the United States Government to encourage re- ~ 
actionary governments abroad, which do not further the welfare of the people and do not enjoy their confidence. 


These fundamental principles apply in the difficult area of relations between: the United States and the Soviet Union. A 
negative approach in the form of appeasement or competitive armaments should be abandoned. Only the establishment of law 
based on moral principles and a positive program of democracy and justice can be effective against totalitarian or imperialistic 
power, wherever and whenever it manifests itself. (Continued on next page) 
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“INTERNATIONAL POLICIES 


I. UNITED NATIONS: 


Throughout the thirty-three years of its existence, the 
League has stood for a strong international organization, func- 
tioning democratically within the framework of law, as es- 
sential to lasting peace. The weaknesses of the United Nations 
emphasize the necessity of hastening its transformation ner 
an effective world government. The creation of a climate 0 
trust and cooperation among the member nations is, ah 
the primary need; for lacking that, no adequate change of the 
terms and functioning of the Charter is feasible. On the other 
hand, it is of overpowering importance that a final break be- 
tween the so-called Eastern and Western nations should not 


. be precipitated by the withdrawal of either from the United 


Nations. We, therefore, urge the United States Government to 
make every effort to create the climate in which world govern- 
ment can be formed. 


Loyalty to the United Nations demands acceptance and 
implementation of its decisions. The record of the United 
States in this regard is unsatisfactory. .Its action in the case 
of Palestine is the most dramatic of the instances producing 
a lack of confidence in our intentions. Our Government should 
express its faith in the United Nations, also, by membership 
in and generous financial support of its organs and agencies, 
including immediate adherence to the World Health Organiza- 
tion. The United States should find ways immediately, as per- 
mitted in the European Recovery Act, to use United Nations 
machinery in carrying out the program of aid to Europe; and 
eventually of placing the whole program in the hands of the 
United Nations. 


Urgent attention should be given to securing United 
Nations control of armaments and the provision of a United 
Nations police force, so that the community of nations may 
not become the victim of national policy. 


II. DISARMAMENT: 


The League calls attention to the declarations in the 
Charter of the United Nations, the United Nations Disarma- 
ment Resolutions, and the official statements of responsible 
representatives of the United States Government in support of 
regulation and reduction of armaments and control of atomic 
energy. 


In spite of the absolute necessity and urgency of moving 
toward universal disarmament, the nations have been dilatory 
and unimaginative in their efforts. They have made the mistake 
of fearing disarmament more than militarism. We call upon 
our Government to give full support to renewed, persistent 
efforts within the United Nations to achieve the necessary 
minimum of agreement for control not only of atomic energy, 
but also of conventional arms, and for the prohibition of all 
forms of mass destruction. A new Committee of the Assembly 
of the United Nations should be set up with responsibility for 
this area; and a special session of the Assembly should be 
called to consider disarmament. 


III]. EUROPEAN UNION: 


The League has long supported international cooperation 
on both a regional and world basis, and specifically on the 
continent of Europe. We, therefore, welcome the recent devel- 
opments in the direction of a European Union. We emphasize, 
however, that such organizations must grow from within, not 
be imposed from without; their character must represent the 
views and trends of their constituent parts which in Europe 
today are frequently socialist. 


_ Regional unions should be structures for economic and 
political cooperation, and not military alliances. 


IV. INTER-AMERICAN COOPERATION: 


The League urges upon the government of the United 
States continued growth in cooperative sharing of responsi- 
bility for regional problems of the Western Hemisphere, poli- 
tical, economic, and social., Such regional action should be 


kept in harmony with the procedures and decisions of the 
United Nations and should replace interference by any nation 
in the internal affairs of any other nation. 


The League urges cooperation of the United States with 
Latin American governments in~developing concrete plans for 
raising living standards and strengthening labor movements. 
It specifically opposes the sale of war equipment by the United 
States to Latin American countries as this policy would tend 
to increase military rivalries. sy 


V. POLAR REGIONS AND WATERWAYS: — 


With the purpose of putting under international control 
those parts of the world which are immediate or potential 
sources of rivalry and aggression, the Léague advocates the 
internationalizaticn under the United Nations of the main 
waterways of the globe and of the Polar Regions. This would 
produce the additional effects of increasing the prestige of the 
United Nations. and giving it the occasion for building up a 
civilian maritime police force. 


VI. COLONIALISM AND TRUSTEESHIP: 


The League has always stood for self-determination of 
peoples. The principles and organs of the United Nations 
which are designed to advance non-self-governing territories 
rapidly toward independence have not been faithfully supported 
by the member nations. The best tests of our devotion to de- 
mocracy lie in these issues which concern the rights of weak 
or subject peoples against the interests of strong or colonial 
powers: in South Africa, where we failed to condemn dis- 
crimination; in Indonesia, where we acquiesced in the taking 
of territory by armed force; in the Pacific Islands, where we 
refused jurisdictional to the Trusteeship Council. We urge 
our Government in the future to give full support to subject 
peoples striving for independence and equality of treatment 
when such matters come before the United Nations, and to 
exemplify the same attitude in our national policy, toward 
Puerto Rico and other dependent territories. 


VII. GERMANY: 


The League recognizes the complexities of the situation in 
respect to Germany and a German peace treaty, in which are 


. focused our relations and policies in -all of Europe. But how- 


ever difficult and delayed this settlement may be, certain 
political and moral requirements are clear. The American 
administration of Western Germany should be efficient and 
democratic; it should be carried out by civilians; it should 
reinforce those democratic elements in Germany which oppose 
the politics of Nazism and the economics of monopoly and 
cartel; it should provide educational facilities; it should hasten 
to raise the living standards of the people to a decent level, 
and at the same time prevent the rehabilitation of war indus. 
tries. We question whether our policy has, in fact, followed 
these common desires of the American people, and we urge 
an immediate investigation of the administration of the United 
States zone in Germany, as well as the transfer of that ad- 
ministration to civilian authorities. 


Vill. JAPAN: 


The League believes that the present policy in Japan under 
military occupation is not one which fosters a truly demo- 
cratic society based on freedom, peace and justice. The delay 
in a peace treaty is impeding stability, and should be offset 
by a positive program for the moral and material rehabilita- 
tion of the Japanese people. 

Such a program would require conversion from military 
to civilian administration; encouragement to the determination 
of the Japanese people in upholding that part of their constitu- 
tion which outlaws war; reinforcement of those democratic 
elements which oppose the politics of reactionary forces and 
the economics of monopoly; revision of reparation plans 
which would provide for the rebuilding of industry to meet 
consumer needs; and the opening of Japan to international 


commerce. 
(Continued on last page) 
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Dorothy Detzer ‘Reports 


(MISS DETZER IS IN PHILADELPHIA, REPRESENTING THE WOMEN’S INTERNATIONAL LEAGUE AT THE CONVENTIONS) 


Philadelphia, June 21, 1948. 

As this issue of “Four Lights” goes to press, the National 
Republican Convention is just getting under way in Phila- 
delphia. But for the last four days, the Platform Committee 
has been holding open hearings or “hiding out” in secret 
sessions in an effort to produce a draft of the platform before 
the full convention was convened today. 

Since I have attended every national convention since 
1928, I was asked by the Board to direct the WIL work again 
this year. So far, the pre-convention atmosphere of Phila- 
delphia has been strange indeed—far different trom the tension 
and excitement of previous conventions. The difference this 
time has probably been due to three different factors, all of 
which have tended to produce a sense of unrelatedness to the 
convention itself. 

In the first place, the hearings before the Platform Com- 
mittee were scheduled much earlier this year than at any 
former convention, and as the last hectic days of the Congress 
held all the Republican leadership in Washington, the hearings 
on the Platform seemed to have been held in a kind of 
political vacuum. 

Moreover, the Republican Party this year has initiated 
a new method. No doubt this new method has simplified 
the task of this very important committee. But from the 

oint of view of the public, it has created confusion and, so 
ar, the atmosphere of a dead convention. For this year the 
Platform Committee has been divided into a series of ten 
sub-committees. These sub-committees are as follows: Agri- 
culture, Civil Rights, Economics and Small Business, Foreign 
Relations and National Defense, General Governmental Af- 
fairs, Labor and Social Welfare, Public Works, National 
Resources and Western Affairs, Taxation and State’s Rights, 

Veterans’ Affairs, and a Drafting Sub-committee. 
All of these sub-committees have met simultaneousl 


so that an organization like the WIL, which was recommend-~ 


ing planks not only on Foreign Policy, but on Civil Rights, 
Economic Problems, etc., was placed in a difficult position. 
Our representative was scheduled by the full committee to 
appear only before the Foreign Relations Sub-committee. 


This meant that the WIL was unable to present any planks 
in other fields. Had we known in time, it might have been 
possible to schedule a WIL representative to appear before 
the other appropriate sub-committee, but the announcement 
of the method came at the last minute, and almost simul- 
taneously with the announcement closing the list of speakers 
which were permitted to appear. 

The Foreign Policy Sub-committee’ met in a small ball- 
room on the eighteenth floor of the Bellevue-Stratford at 
2.30 on Thursday afternoon, June 17, There were ten 
members of this sub-committee, with Senator Lodge pre- 
siding, but only five members were present, the others 
having not yet arrived in Philadelphia. It was very strange 
to find only a small group of people scattered in the front 
three rows of chairs in tront of the Committee table. A 
long list of witnesses were scheduled to testify on that 
first afternoon and, though Frederick Libby and others 
were heard on Friday, the only witnesses to appear on 
Thursday were Clark Eickelberger for the United Nations 
Association, Walter VanKirk for the National Peace Con- 
ference, Cord Meyers for the World Federalists, Mr. Lev- 
ering for the Friends, and I for the WIL. We were each 
allowed five minutes’ time, but when my turn came, I 
could only underline and re-emphasize what had already been 
said by the previous witnesses. I did, however, try to spend 
a little extra time on our plank with regard to Soviet-American 
relations, as no other witness had offered such a plank, and I 
also tried to put special emphasis on our disarmament plank. 
The old sense of solidarity which always came from large 
groups of labor and farm representatives was absent at this 
hearing, and the lack of the usual enthusiastic audience I 
think had a rather depressing effect on all the witnesses. 
However, I have since been informed by a member of the 
press that the accumulative effect of the Foreign Policy wit- 
nesses, each placing stress on such issues as the United Nations, 
Reciprocal Trade Agreements, Displaced Persons, etc., did 
make an impression on the sub-committee, so that the inter- 
national planks will be stronger than had been anticipated. 

Below is the list of planks which I presented for the WIL. 


PLANKS RECOMMENDED TO POLITICAL PARTIES - 1948 


SOVIET-AMERICAN RELATIONS 


We pledge ourselves to seek a peaceful and just way, without compromising basic ee ar principles, to relieve the tension between 
Soviet Union. 


the United States and the 
UNITED NATIONS 


We are determined to cooperate whole-heartedly with the United Nations and to support its decisions. We regard it as the channel through 
which must move an increasing proportion of all action in the international field. ; Nasser: 


UNIVERSAL DISARMAMENT 


We propose to advocate to the United Nations the calling at an 
under effective international controls, including an international police 


RECIPROCAL TRADE AGREEMENTS 


force. 


Recognizing that the reduction of national trade barriers promotes world trade to the advantage of all nations, we support the United States 


reciprocal trade program as , 
years, and secure permanent membership 


DISPLACED PERSONS 


the basis for our foreign economic policy. We will renew the Reciprocal Trade Agreement Act for a period of three 
of the United States in the International 


Trade Organization. 


We pledge ourselves to secure immediate enactment of liberal legislation admitting to the United States a fair share of the displaced 


persons of the world. 
DOMESTIC ECONOMY 


Recognizing that ultimate responsibility for maintenance of maximum employment and a stable economy rests with the Government, we pledge 


ourselves to take appropriate measures now to meet this responsibility. 
INFLATION 


We intend to combat inflation by putting into immediate operation a program of effective remedies including control of prices, rationing of 


ities, and maintenancé of federal taxes at their present level. We realize that inflation is undermi ootinien 
scarce commodities, and maintenancé o threatening the future of our domectic economy. 


nomic recovery of foreign nations and is 
CIVIL RIGHTS 


to assist eco- 


We pledge ourselves to full implementation of the Report of the President’s Commission on Civil Rights to strengthen and secure the 


rights of all Americans. 
WESTERN HEMISPHERE COOPERATION 


4 


We pledge ourselves to work with the other governments of this hemisphere to solve regional problems of a political and economic nature. 


For our common security we rely primarily on promoting true democracy in government and on raising 


measures for military defense. 


living standards, rather than on joint 
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Announcement 


A small gift has been received by the WIL in memory 
of Mary Wooley, Président of Mount Holyoke College for 
many years. She ,was the first woman appointed by the 
United States Government to full status in an international 
conference (on disarmament.) This was done as the result 
of WIL work for the appointment. (See Appointment on the 
Hill, by Dorothy Detzer. 


* 


Membership Campaign Honors 


The Delaware, Ohio, Branch of the WIL earned high 
honors in the Membership Campaign ending with the Annual 
Meeting. The Branch increased its membership 200%. Mrs. 
Jane Kelly is the Membership Chairman. 

The Chicago Branch distinguished itself by getting the 
largest number of new members. They have 38 new members 
and are burgeoning with new life. 

—Joan WittiaMs, Membership Secretary. 


The Jane Addams Branch 


The Jane Addams Branch, newly organized to include 
women who wish to be members oi the League but are out 
of convenient reach ot locai branches, has been accorded the 
same status as a State branch. ihis should enable it to be 
genuinely effective. it will cover the country. Lhe president, 
Hazel k. roster, a tormer president ot the Chicago Branch, 
has come trom Atlanta to donate six to eignt weeks of service 
to the League in the Philadelphia oitice. Her primary effort 
here is to recruit new Jane Addams Branch members. It will 
be most helptul if au FOUR LIGH readers will make a list 
of their triends and acquaintances (perhaps with the aid of 
their address books) who are at least possible prospects and 
send them to the chairman betore she leaves tor her home in 
Cleveland, Unio. You will be serving both them and our cause. 


International Work 


Thirty-one United States branches have “adopted” 
branches or members abroad to whom regularly they send 
food, clothing, or printed material. lt your branch is not in- 
cluded will not some member volunteer to send literature this 
summer? Please send me a postal, by return mail. 

We cannot measure the influence of this help in the lives 
of our leaders abroad. The WILPF Overseas Kits (25c and 
50c) can be purchased from the Literature Department, Jane 
Addams House, 2006 Walnut St., Phila., Penna. 


~~ “This summer is the time to plan your packages for Christ- 


mas abroad. 
We need more International members. 
Harriet CARTER 
Chairman, International Work 
Hotel Schenley 
Pittsburgh 13, Pa. 


"Vacation With a Purpose’ 
INSTITUTE OF INTERNATIONAL RELATIONS 


Through the generosity of one of our Pennsylvania WILPF mem- 
bers, two full scholarships or four half scholarships have been made 
available for the Institute of International Relations to be held at 
Albright College, Reading, Pennsylvania, August 13-22, under the 
auspices of the American Friends Service Committee. 

In the past these conferences have proved very helpful and stimu- 
lating in our own WIL work. This year the subject is: “Dangerous 
Illusions; Personal, Domestic, and International.” 

Anyone who wishes to apply for one of the scholarships should 
write to Miss Marjorie L. Thompson, Jane Addams House, 2006 Walnut 
Street, Philadelphia 3, Pa., before July 17th. The cost for the whole 
Institute, including room, board, and tuition, is $40.00. Applicants 
should state why they wish to attend the Institute, and whether they 
wish full or half scholarship. 


New Books 


Survival or Suicide by Harry.H. Moore and others. 209 pp. 
Harper and Brothers. $2.00. . 

The sub-title of this little book, “A summons to old anu 
young to build a united, peaceful world,” gives its purpose 
admirably. The editor, Harry Moore, has gathered a dis- 
tinguished group—David Lilienthal, Raymond Fosdick, Harold 
Urey, Leland Stowe, John Fischer, Quentin Reynolds, and 
others—to issue this summons. He has edited skillfully so that 
the book might well serve as the basis for study for High 
School groups, and yet it is not in any way oversimplified. 
The division of the material is particularly good. Part I “de- 
scribes various problems and difficulties obstructng the peace”; 
Part II “urges us to seek an understanding of the problems 
of the new era”; Part III “describes various ways of building 
a united peaceful world.” The appendices, with their questions 
for discussion, list of voluntary agencies (including the 
WILPF) devoted to promoting world peace, and the survey 
of educational materials on “Ways to Peace” are stimulating 
and helpful. Although the book might well be classified as a 
“primer for pacifists in the atomic age, it strikes a note of 
urgency and burning conviction rarely found in a primer 
and ssues its summons forthrightly. 

How To Stop The Russians Without War by Fritz Sternberg, 
146 pp. John Day. $2.00. 

Mr. Sternberg begins with an analysis of the interplay of 
various forces and tendencies in Europe and Asia. Having 
provided a very adequate background for his thesis in very 
little space, he describes Russian and American policy in 


ussia is certainly expansionist, and Mr. Sternberg offers 
a great deal of evidence to back this assertion. War is com- 
pletely futile, even if America should emerge the victor. But 
the Russians must be stopped. For Mr. Sternberg, there is 
only one way to stop them—through the building of a united, 
progressive and independent Europe. If the United States 
fosters such a European rebirth we will be stopping Russian 
expansionism as the champions of liberty and progress we 
believe ourselves to be. 

This excellent book is valuable material for those who 
share Mr. Sternberg’s conviction, but lack his information. 


New Pamphlets 

Rosika Schwimmer, World Patriot 

This is a very fine, 14 page biography of a famous pacifist. Rosike 
Schwimmer has been a member of the WIL since its beginning at The 
Hague in 1915. Now, she has been nominated for the Nobel Peace 
Prize. Those who are interested in Rosika Schwimmer and in her 
candidacy will want to send for this pamphlet. Single copies are 3c 
each, 2 for 5c. 
Mrs. STEWART’S PRAYER 

On June 9, Annalee Stewart offered the prayer at the opening of 
the House of Representatives. It was the first time in the history of 
the Congress of the United States that a prayer was delivered by a 
woman. We have a number of reprints of this prayer, and the speech 
given by Mrs. Frances Bolton, man from Ohio, that followed. 
Copies are 2c each, 5 for Se. a 3 


NATIONAL LITERATURE DEPARTMENT 
WILPF - Jane Appams House 
2006 Walnut Street, Philadelphia 3, Pa. 


Iam enclosing $............. Please send me the following 
books: 


Appointment on the Hill, by Dorothy Detzer, $3.00. 

Peace and Bread, by Jane Addams, $1.60. 

Survival or Suicide, by Harry H. Moore and others, $2.00. 

How To Stop the Russians Without War, by Fritz Sternberg, $2.00. 


Please send me the following pamphlets: 
Jane Addams and the WILPF, by Robert Morse Lovett, 35c. 
The Bright Face of Peace, 15c 
The Militarization of America, Einstein and others, 10c. 
Still No Amnesty, 10c 
Rosika Schwimmer, World Patriot, 3c each; 2 for 5c. 


Mrs. Stewart's Prayer, 2c each, 5 for 5c. 
Address to: 


— 
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I. POLITICAL AND SOCIAL RIGHTS: 


Franchise: The League urges the removal of all barriers 
to the free and equal exercise of the franchise, such as the 
poll tax; a general amnesty for all violators of selective service 


on grounds of conscience and the restoration of their political’ 


rights; and the extension of citizenship without discrimination 
as to race or nationality. 

Freedom of thought and of speech: Since the guarantee 
of freedom of speech is necessary to a democratic society, the 
League condemns the growing tendency to interfere with free- 
dom of opinion by the use of loyalty tests. We vigorously 
oppose all forms of discrimination against individuals on the 
basis of political opinions. Fully recognizing the danger of 
fascist and communist totalitarianism, the League believes 
that such forces can best be opposed by open discussion and 
by the strengthening of our own democratic procedures, rather 
than by attempts at direct control. 

Freedom of Communications: The League condemns all 
attempts at government censorship of the news which inter- 
fere with free interchange of opinion and full access to reliable 
information. But the League also recognizes that the absence 
of governmental control does not insure the needed freedom 
of communications. As long as the movie, the press, and the 
radio are in the hands of the few, and are not available for 
the expression of responsible opinion on the part of all groups 
‘in the community, there cannot he the free discussion on 
which democratic policy depends. We believe that the freeing 
of the radio, press, and movie is one of the primary problems 
of American democracy. 

Removal of Discrimination: The League heartily endorses 
the Report of the President’s Committee on Civil Rights and 
urges that its recommendations be put into effect as promptly 
as possible. It should be emphasized that segregation in its 
various forms is wrong in principle and cultivates discrimina- 
tion. Since civil liberties can only be maintained by a vigilant 
public concern not only with actual infringements of legal 
rights, but with the creation of a social climate in which dis- 
crimination cannot flourish, the League urges a broad educa- 
tional movement to eliminate from all phases of our national 
life every discrimination based on race, religion, or national 
background. 


II. CONSERVATION AND DEVELOPMENT OF 
HUMAN RESOURCES: 


The League reiterates its conviction that government exists 
_ for the sake of the citizen. The first concern of the govern- 
ment is, therefore, to assure to all citizens the conditions 
necessary for their highest development. 

Health: We favor a national health program which will 
make available to all members of the community adequate 
medical care. 

Housing: In the light of the persisting shortage of hous- 
ing, we favor a federal program which will make decent quart- 
ers available within the price range of the lower income groups. 
Since the provision of low-cost housing is hindered by mono- 
polistic restrictions within the construction industry and con- 
trol by real estate interests, the government should encourage 
the use of new materials and techniques available to mass pro- 
duction. The removal of segregation will lessen the housing 
difficulties of minority groups. 

Education: The development of a democratic social order 
rests ultimately on the education of the citizens. In order that 
adequate educational opportunities may be put within the 
reach of all the children of the nation, we endorse the proposal 
for federal aid for public schools, provided that such aid be 
given on a non-discrimination basis, and without interference 
by any Department of the Federal Government with the free- 
dom of teaching and with local autonomy except in the matter 
of maintaining minimum standards. Federal appropriations 
would make possible the setting up of national standards for 
salaries and for the training of teachers. 

Employment: The League believes that every man and 
woman should have the opportunity of employment, which 
will give him a sense of personal and social value, an adequate 
living wage, and detent working conditions. Since much of 
a person’s satisfactions come from his work, it is important that 


DOMESTIC POLICIES 


work should be regarded not as a necessary evil, but as an 
opportunity for personal growth and social usefulness. 


III. CONSERVATION AND UTILIZATION OF MATERIAL 
RESOURCES: 


The League believes that in peace as in war the govern- 
ment should maintain whatever machinery is needed to carry 
out a broad economic policy on the lines indicated by the 
Employment Act of 1946. It should insure sufficient production 
to. meet our domestic needs and the requirements of foreign 
trade enlarged by the present world shortages. It should en- 
courage wide distribution of purchasing power through main- 
tenance of standards of wages. It should protect natural re- 
sources such as soil, forests, water and oil through a far- 
sighted conservation policy. It should prevent control of pro- 
duction or of prices by monopolies. 


IV. TAXATION AND INFLATION: 


The League urges a thorough revision of our whole tax 
system so that current injustices may be removed and that it 
may be more effective aid in controlling both inflationary and 
deflationary trends. While we urge economy and efficiency in 
government, we believe that wholesale cutting of appropria- 
tions for civilian purposes goes counter to the public good 
and will prove in the long run to be both uneconomic and in- 
efficient. The total tax revenue should not be reduced at this 
time, since the Government should lessen the inflationary 
pressures, and apply surpluses to payment of the public dept. 
To prevent further inflation, the government should institute 
a program including rationing and allocation of scarce essen- 
tial goods, price and wage controls, curtailment of consumer 
credit and inducement to saving. 


V. LABOR POLICY: 


The League believes that a vigorous and democratic labor 
movement is the only safeguard for the rights of labor, and 
should be recognized as a permanent and valuable part of our 
economic system. While we deplore interference with the 
nation’s economic life through strikes, nevertheless we recog- 
nize that they are often labor’s only effective means of protest 
against conditions brought about through inflation and 
exaggerated profits. We also believe that peace in industrial 
relations can best be attained through encouraging the growth 
of responsibility on the part of both labor and management 
organizations to promote the public good. The policy both 
of management and of labor should be based on the desire to 
carry on the industry as efficiently as possible in order to meet 
the needs of the community; practices which curtail produc- 
tion or which favor inefficiency should be eliminated. 

Both labor organizations and industrial concerns should 
promptly remove all discriminations based on race, sex, reli- 
gion, political opinion, or national background. 


VI. COOPERATIVES: 


Parallel with a strong labor movement there should be 
developed a strong cooperative movement in the fields of both 
production and consumption. The cooperative movement pro- 
tects the consumer by making his needs known, and by organ- 
izing his purchasing power. In addition it furnishes experience 
in democratic practices. ~ 


VII. WOMEN IN GOVERNMENT: 


The League urges that well qualified women be appointed 
in sufficient numbers to all policy making bodies so that they 
may have a real share in determining the decisions of the 
governments. It is not enough that a woman should be ap- 
pointed occasionally on some Board, or that voluntary organ- 
izations should be used as an adjunct to government to dis- 
seminate decisions already made. Women should take their 
place side by side with men in the Cabinet, in Congress, in the 
diplomatic an and in all departments of Government so 
that their ial experience and training may be adequa‘ 
used in the welfare of the 

(Continued on last page) 
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International Policies 
(Continued) 


1X. RELIEF AND ECONOMIC RECONSTRUCTION: 


The world continues to suffer from war’s devastation and . 


dislocation. Past efforts—of UNRRA, the World Bank, and the 
like—have not been commensurate with the task. The League 
believes that the economic resources of the world should be 
fully utilized to meet the needs of the world community. Be- 
cause of our wealth, the majority responsibility lies on the 
people and government of the United States. Aid from the 
United States should be in the form of goods or credits ex- 
tended as gifts or loans, as circumstances dictate, and should 
be divorced from political considerations. By the European 
Recovery Program the United States has undertaken the dis- 
charge of this responsibility. We urge that this program. be 
carried forward on a cooperative basis with due respect for 
the political integrity of the European countries, and without 
political dictation from the United States. The economic re- 
construction of Europe should be looked upon as a good in 
itself and not as a weapon in acold war. 

The long-run expansion of trade, utilization of undeveloped 
resources, and development of weak and backward economies 
require more effective international cooperation. The inter- 
national Monetary Fund and the International Bank for Re- 
construction need to be vitalized to this end. The United States 
should join the International Trade Organization and support 
its policy; this requires continuation of the Reciprocal Trade 
Agreements Act, which should be immediately extended in its 
present form. 

An international economic program, cooperative in spirit 
and courageous in magnitude, is desirable fundamentally be- 
cause welfare is desirable. But economic welfare is also the 
soil in which peace and democracy can grow. The obvious fact 
that economic crises and despair drive people to the desperate 
remedies of totalitarian demagogues shows us the double im- 
portance of solving the problems of economic distress the 
world over. 


X. -DISPLACED PERSONS, REFUGEES, IMMIGRATION: 


The League believes in the principle of free movement 
of people. We vigorously oppose transfers of people without 
their consent. We deplore the condition of millions of people 
in Europe and Asia, who have been torn from their homes by 
the war, and lack the material or legal requisites of migration 
and free settlement. We protest vigorously against slave labor, 
whether of prisoners of war not yet repatriated, or of political 
detenues. It is the responsibility of individual countries, as 
well as of the United Nations, to see to it that these violations 


‘of human rights are ended. 


The United States should immediately, after an already 
inexcusably long delay, admit our share of displaced persons, 


without restricting regulations. Our State Department should 


revise the practices of its Visa Division to accord with our 
avowed belief in freedom. The United States should remove 
from our immigration laws all discrimination based on race 
or national background. These actions are demanded by the 
principles of democracy which we profess. 


Domestic Policies 
(Continued) 


VIII. GROWTH OF MILITARY INFLUENCE IN 
CIVILIAN AFFAIRS: 


The increase in military influence in civilian life 
is one of the most alarming trends in contemporary life. The 
appointment of military men to important government posi- 
tions, and the infiltration of military influence in many different 
channels constitute a threat of military domination never 
equalled in our history. While we do not wish to question the 
high integrity or the patriotism of many military leaders, we 
are convinced that military domination not only increases the 
danger of war, but likewise endangers our freedom in times 
of peace, since the military system goes counter to the practice 
of free democracy. We urge a prompt reversal of the present 
trend, and call for swift return to our traditional policy of 
the subordination of the military to effective civilian control. 


‘Mrs. Helene C. Rea, Pa. 
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